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Infinite Regress

for ten musicians:

FLUTE

OBOE (doubling melodica, bass drum, small suspended-cymbal)
BASS CLARINET

TROMBONE

PERCUS SION (vibraphone, medium timpani, large suspended-cymbeal, plastic comb, ratchet, tuned gongs)
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MALLETS:

VERY soft wound-yarn mallets
medium wound-yarn mallets
very thin wooden drumsticks
soft timpani mallets

medium, large bass drum mallet

(]| ===

PIANO
VIOLIN (metal practice-mute required)
VIOLA (metal practice-mute required)

CELLO (metal practice-mute required)
CONTRABASS







Past one o’clock. You must have gone to bed
The Milky Way streams its silver through the night.
I’m in no rush, with lightning telegrams
I have no cause to wake or trouble you.

And, as they say, the matter is closed.

Love’s vessel has smashed against daily drudgery.
Why bother then to balance mutual sorrows, pains and hurts,
See what quiet settles on the world.

Night wraps the sky in a song from the stars.

In hours like these one should rise to address

History, the ages, and creation.

-Vladimir Mayakovsky, Untitled (1930)
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Infinite Regress

a setting of translations of texts by Vladimir Mayakovsky

Paul Clift
composed 2011
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* viola & cello: with a lot of bow pressure and extremely slow bow-movement bring out individual 'sputters' as the bow scrapes the string; NOT a sustained sound.
** flute: try to reproduce EXACTLY the same sound each time, i.e. over-blow to the same notes.



1 > 4 2 1 > > > > > > > > > >
FL. {5 ;3 7 T ;3 T = = = = == = = = =
N~V T |-l T T T T T T T T T
© ~— _/(.) ﬂ‘\_ _/(?) b‘\__/(y n‘\__/(y h‘\__/(?) t#\__/(?) t‘\__/(?) ﬂ‘\__/(?) t#\__/(?) t‘\__/(?) 44\__/(7)
— —— _ —_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Ob H il
(cymbal) [ > o > o > o > o > o = o = o = o = o
—
¢
B.cl BF £ X z 7 ‘ X =
bz e ba 3 bz 2 bz 2 bz 3 bz F bz 3 bz 3 bz 2 b 2 bz 3
N~ N~ N~ N~ N~— N~— N~— N~ — N~—  — ~——— N~ —
rax = \Eu T T — T = T = T = T = T = T = T = T = T = T i |
Tbn. B2 F — 3 : . 7 — 7 — E; — 7 — — — E; — E; — ; — E; — — !
T I JIISS- Il 1z I I T T1IS. 1z 1T OIS 1z 1T OIS 1z 1T OIS 1IN 1T TS 1z 1T OIS 1z 1T OIS 1IN 1T IS Iz 1T TS 1ZIN) 1T TN 1ZIN) 1
fa far £ B = faf = faf = Faf = Faf = faf = far o far = far =

[ " } g 7 } } . , A , A , . , A , “ , . } . } N } v
= o = o = o = o = o = o = o = o = o = o

pere. |[H T T T T T

7 o
”””” b ‘il sab@  sab@ wab@ web@ sabg web web@ wwb@ wib@
, B4y % L By % By % By % 44y % B4 % By % 4y % 45y % 4y % 4y %
7 s
Pno.
g g g g g g g g g g g
e o e S S S S S S S S
JF<
AA/QI\ 4~ 25— AT e e s e e
) 4 ] 4 4 4 ] [ | | | |
vlu' 'I\@ T T T T T T T T T T T =
[
AA/‘—\T \A \/—__\T T T T T/—_\/—_\/—__\/—__\/—_\

Via. E ‘ T? | i : i ] T T‘ ;T 3

AK_‘\ \A e e e e e e e e e
I I I I I ]
Ve. |EE I =
s.t

Cb.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|




o
ok

60

CQ;’ND ;
S
\'i"’
NPV
WY
O
RN

Fl. = — E
h’i - (=)
S
st/ / &
ob. |p : ¢
(cymbal) [ = &
N/
[sh] [a]
rax 0 m—
B.ClL £ rS 7 7
ba 7 b = 3
~ ~— N =<
< f bl
p
"So what, I can take it. As you see, I'm calm! Like the pulse of a corpse. Do you remember how you used to talk? .. saw one thing only: you, a Gioconda, had to be stolen. And you were stolen. In love I shall gamble again, the arch of my
brows ablaze. What of it! Homeless tramps often find shelter in a burnt-out house! You're teasing me now? Well, remember: when they teased Vesuvius, Pompei perished! Hey! Amateurs of sacrelige, crime and camage, have you scen the
terror of terrors - my face when I am absolutely calm?
[sporen}— 1 T I Lk [
P
- ‘ = ‘ ‘ : —
Tbn. £ } e — v 3 t t t } } .
gtiss—t t t — I
al £ 7 z
S possib
rub wooden mallet against the edge of a table or music stand;
move stick towards and away from body to alter 'pitch’
o . M ““‘._
" 1 2 ; T Lol Lretvvemves vt vt Lo dovenve fovere v el
e S ceett
O —_ mf ————— mf —— | pp —_f [—
perc. M"‘-\
5 12 T e e v v v tovervar v v e ek Eroverve ool
—_———— pp S —_—
[ I ;;;”T
ki $
N E
7 Y ¥
U
o
Pro. e ff ——
~ —— < bhe® Lo T e s B —
o e e e
()T 1 8% ] ]
N ——
2 3 4 nsp 3 4
4 aF 4 4 . — " n 4 4
. | ] T T 1 T 11 T e 1. )l I | ]
Vin. |-t ’0 ................... [" ............... ”’ ~—————— 4 —— L | A~ ~—
pp e T s . f P _
change bowing fireely /
vary bow pressure slightly
sul do m4> —_—
m.s.p
Via. |t ‘J /‘J /J — [ = = [ /J J
P —_
M —
ms.p ———>»
v n
sul do
J - ) S . I
~ ~N N~ T ——
—_— Vi P I
(m.s.p) m.s.p
=] v - > M change bowing freely / vary bow pressure slightly —
" * T T 1 T T 1 I \ T T = | . . ] i ] n | ] ]
Cb. [t 2 T R S—
N U TP RO UUOU o I — —
PP P _

*contrabass: with a lot of bow pressure and extremely slow bow-movement bring out individual 'sputters' as the bow scrapes the string; NOT a sustained sound
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