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Infinite Regress 
for ten musicians: 

 
 
 

• FLUTE 
• OBOE (doubling melodica, bass drum, small suspended-cymbal) 
• BASS CLARINET 
• TROMBONE 
• PERCUSSION (vibraphone, medium timpani, large suspended-cymbal, plastic comb, ratchet, tuned gongs)  

GONGS:  

MALLETS: 

 VERY soft wound-yarn mallets 

 medium wound-yarn mallets 

 very thin wooden drumsticks  

 soft timpani mallets 

 medium, large bass drum mallet 

 
• PIANO 
• VIOLIN (metal practice-mute required) 
• VIOLA (metal practice-mute required) 
• CELLO (metal practice-mute required) 
• CONTRABASS 
 
 
 





Past one o’clock. You must have gone to bed 
The Milky Way streams its silver through the night. 

I’m in no rush, with lightning telegrams 
I have no cause to wake or trouble you. 

And, as they say, the matter is closed. 
Love’s vessel has smashed against daily drudgery. 

Why bother then to balance mutual sorrows, pains and hurts, 
See what quiet settles on the world. 

Night wraps the sky in a song from the stars. 
In hours like these one should rise to address 

History, the ages, and creation. 

 
-Vladimir Mayakovsky, Untitled (1930) 
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a setting of translations of texts by Vladimir Mayakovsky

Infinite Regress

Paul Clift

composed 2011

ca. 15"
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"Past one o'clock, you must have gone to bed."
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"...I'm in no rush, I have no cause to wake or trouble you."
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spoken**

"I'm in no hurry, I have no cause to wake you"
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"I have no cause to wake or trouble you"
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"...and as they say, the matter is closed"
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*strings: those strings indicated here with a downward-arrow should be lowered to the point where the note 'breaks', i.e. where no distinct pitch is discernible. Typically, this occurs at roughly a 'minor-7th' below normal tuning.

**spoken text should be delivered with a soft, flat, monotonous voice; almost mumbled. Timing/rhythm may be freely interpreted but must cover the indicated duration
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spoken

"Love's vessel has smashed against daily drudgery."
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"As they say, the matter is closed"
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*bass clarinet: continue phrases as indicated but with only key clicks, at precisely the same dynamic at which they occured in previous phrases in combination with played pitches.
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spoken

"Love's vessel has smashed against daily drudgery."
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"Love's vessel has smashed against daily drudgery."
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"If at least you would have mercy and stop tormenting me."
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"If at least you would have mercy and stop tormenting me."
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"As you see, I am calm"
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"So what, I can take it. As you see, I'm calm! Like the pulse of a corpse. Do you remember how you used to talk? ...I saw one thing only: you, a Gioconda, had to be stolen. And you were stolen. In love I shall gamble again, the arch of my
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Hello! Hello? Who's speaking? Mother? Your son is gloriously ill! Each word which his scorching mouth utters, jumps like a prostitue from a burning brothel. People smell the smell of burnt flesh. A brigade of men

drive up. A glittering brigade in bright helmets. But leave it to me! I'll pump barrels of tears from my eyes. I'll brace myself against my ribs. I'll leap out! Out! I cannot sing, in the heart's chapel the choir loft catches fire!"
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o

sing+fltz.
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o

o p

muffle if necessary

f

l.v

o

pp
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m.s.p

p

vary bow pressure & dynamics more substantially

ë
fff

simile

o
p

o

simile

m.s.p

o ë
fff

o
mf

o

m.s.p

p

vary bow pressure & dynamics more substantially

speak while playing, or stop speaking

momentarily to play, then continue;

ë
fff

o
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m.s.p

o

mp

vary bow pressure & dynamics more substantially
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o o
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momentarily to play, then continue;
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I cannot sing, in the heart's chapel the choir loft catches fire! Into the calm of an apartment where people quake, a hundred-eyed blaze bursts from the docks. Moan into the centuries, if you can, a last scream: I'm on fire!"
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fff
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fff
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simile

o
fff
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o
fff pp (slightly louder than tbn.)
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ff pp (soft as poss. w/ fltz.)

f

l.v

f pp

l.v
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