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Créée au CENTQUATRE (Paris) par Ensemble l’Instant Donné & Laurie Giodarno  le 13 juin 2009 

Elizabeth Calleo a chanté la partition vocale faisant partie de la bande diffusée par la danseuse 

Alban Richard: chorégraphe | Emmanuel Jourdan: régisseur d’informatique musicale 





Note de programme: 

 
L'œuvre « collaborative » du chorégraphe Alban Richard et du compositeur Paul Clift met en relief le mouvement chorégraphique à travers un dispositif de 

diffusion sonore attaché au corps même de la danseuse. Ainsi la danseuse contrôle la directionnalité et le filtrage des sources placées dans ses mains par ses 

gestes. La partition chorégraphique, véritable chronologie d'événements spatiaux, est intégrée à la partition musicale. La danseuse est donc considérée comme 

une musicienne à part entière : que les expressions sonore et chorégraphique se rejoignent ainsi à travers le mouvement était l'idée de départ du projet. 

Alban Richard a d'abord composé plusieurs sections dansées à partir des sons diffusés par la danseuse. Le compositeur y a ajouté la musique et une forme. 

Finalement, le chorégraphe retravaille l'ensemble en fonction de la partition musicale. Se créer ainsi une sorte de processus de création circulaire, où l'une 

des disciplines se met à l'écoute de l'autre, alternativement. 

 

L'espace dans lequel évolue Laurie Giordano se structure lui aussi comme un processus circulaire et spiralé : partant de la marche, la danse naît de 

l’accumulation, de la construction et de la déconstruction de cellules chorégraphiques. En résulte une sorte de poétique de l'austérité, selon un travail à la 

fois complexe et minimal, portée par les mots de Joseph Brodsky. 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Programme note: 
 

This “collaborative” work by choreographer Alban Richard & composer Paul Clift seeks to emphasise choreographic movement by incorporating a sound-diffusion 

device into the dancer’s costume. The dancer is thus able to control, by her movements, the directionality and filtering of sounds diffused through the dance 

system. As such, the choreographic score is also a spatialisation score, and is integrated into the instrumental writing accordingly; in a sense, the dancer 

is a sixth musician. Treatments and the diffusion of synthetic sounds rotates within the space shared by dancer and musician, like a sort of Calder mobile 

where forms, made familiar by their recurrence, come to the forefront only to drift, sometimes imperceptibly, into the background. 

 

The process of composition began with the creation of several dance sequences which would address questions of spatialisation. Work on the instrumental and 

electronics score was then begun, and at the conclusion of each section, was tested with the corresponding section of the dance score; the choreography was 

then modified to best suit the musical material. In this way a genuinely circular process of composition was developed, where both composer and choreographer 

were obliged to renew and rework their material based on the other’s development. 

 

The dance itself evolves around circular processes; beginning with simple steps, the dance score accumulates and dissipates complexity within each 

choreographic cell. The result is a sort of poetic austerity, a work which is both highly complex and minimal. A textual metaphor is provided by the poetry of 

Joseph Brodsky. 





 

 

 

 

Performance notes from the work’s premier - IMPORTANT! 

 

 

 

 

 
The original version of this work was choreographed by Alban Richard and performed by Laurie Giordano. The instrumental & choreographic scores represent many 

months of close collaboration and are intrinsically linked. 

 

The diffusion of electronics was done using two MacBook Pro (2.6 GHz) computers, both running MaxMSP V.5x. The first was used to run the work’s time code and 

to diffuse sound files. The second was used for real-time treatments. In the work’s premier, three monitors were used to display the time code (implemented 

into the MaxMSP patch), In order to assure that the ensemble and the dancer remained synchronized; there was no conductor. 

 

The work requires an ad hoc diffusion device which I have in my possession. Until such time that I have composed an alternate version, its performance is 

impossible without this device. It consists of a loud speaker attached to each hand, a microphone (DCA 4061 for example) attached to the left hand, a device 

for amplification, a power supply for the amplifier, a wireless 'ear-monitor' device for reception and a transmitter for transmission from the microphone. I 

would be happy to provide a detailed description of this device if requested. 

 

Further to this, a loudspeaker, of comparable size and quality should be placed one each in close proximity to the cellist, clarinetist and percussionist in 

order create the illusion that sound files being diffused from it are coming from the instrument itself. For the work's premier, such a device was attached to 

the performer's chair. 

 

 

Paul Clift 

June 12, 2009, Paris  



 



 

 

Schema technique:



 



Seven Strophes 

by 

Joseph Brodsky 

 

I was but what you’d brush 
with your palm, what your leaning 
brow would hunch to in evening’s 

raven black hush. 
 
 

I was but what your gaze 
in that dark could distinguish: 

a dim shape to begin with, 
later—features, a face. 

 
 

It was you on my right, 
on my left, with your heated 
sighs, who molded my helix, 

whispering at my side. 
 
 

It was you by that black 
window’s trembling tulle pattern 

who laid in my raw cavern 
a voice calling you back. 

 
 

I was practically blind. 
You, appearing, then hiding, 

gave me my sight and heightened 
it. Thus some leave behind 

 
 

a trace. Thus they make worlds. 
Thus, having done so, at random 

wastefully they abandon 
their work to its whirls. 

 
 

Thus, prey to speeds 
of light, heat, cold, or darkness, 
a sphere in space without markers 

spins and spins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Joseph Brodsky, used with permission from Farrar Straus & Giroux (New York) – may not be reproduced
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percussion: les dynamiques dans cette section devraient
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